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Gloriaôs Market  A Loop in Time 
      by Chelsie Robinson 

My name is Chelsie Robinson, and my partner, 

Brenton Brown, and I are the new owners of the 

Carlson Family Farm Shop. We are located at 5 

Carlson Lane in Marshville, on Route 6, 4 km past 

River John bridge enroute to Tatamagouche. 

Now known as Gloria's Market, we plan on 

continuing the high quality and value of locally 

grown, affordable produce that David and Anita 

Carlson have been providing the community for 

many years now. 

We are Nova Scotia born and bred, and though 

we moved to British Columbia in 2020, we recent-

ly moved home to our new community of River 

John. We moved to BC so that Brenton (the green 

thumb) could pursue his passion of feeding people 

in a sustainable way. Through his studies at Dal-

housie Agricultural College as well as his own per-

sonal gardens, Brenton really wants to be sure that 

the produce we deliver is nutrient-filled, sustaina-

ble and easily accessible to the community. His 

passion, simply put, is to feed people. 

As for me? Well, I have been in the business 

sector for years now and have been looking for an 

opportunity to provide something to rural Nova 

Scotia that I could be proud of. I grew up in Shu-

benacadie, Nova Scotia, and have always had a 

longing to return to rural living. I spent my youth 

helping family friends with their livestock. I look 

forward to not only feeding the community, but to 

hopefully provide employment opportunities that 

people working for us can be proud of. 

 The name ñGloria's Marketò is dedicated to 

Brenton's late mother, Gloria Brown. She was a 

shining light in Brenton's life and was his biggest 

supporter during his education to pursue his pas-

sion in both Culinary Arts and Horticulture. We 

couldn't think of a better way to forever memorial-

ize her and the bond that she and Brenton shared. 

She is forever missed, but forever in the front of 

our minds and hearts every time we break ground, 

plant a seed, harvest a vegetable, and put food on 

your tables. Thank you, Gloria. 

So, now that we've introduced ourselves... we 

don't have a Grand Opening date yet, but that's 

coming soon. We ask that anyone interested check 

out our Facebook page for the latest updates. The 

favourites you're used to, (and maybe something 

new,) will be ready for opening day. You can 

check us out online via Facebook, Instagram and 

Twitter; all by searching @gloriasmarket on those 

supporting platforms. 

      by Patsy Chapman 

Ever want to step back in time? Mike 

Weatherby of Truro saw a vision from a run-down 

former store in West Branch. In the past 7 years he 

has made a museum and a tribute to his family, 

friends and members of our community. Well 

worth the drive to come see what he has accom-

plished and let him explain those he has memorial-

ized there. One of these tributes is to his friend 

Bonnie. From this tribute came Bonnie's Little Li-

brary. Bonnie was born and raised in Rhode Island, 

moving to Nova Scotia where she had family ties. 

She was a librarian and worked at several libraries 

here in Nova Scotia as well as the United States, 

where as a librarian she would never have to pay a 

late fee again. She finished off her career at the 

Nova Scotia Agricultural College in Truro. Come 

check out this tribute, have a seat, read a book, and 

enjoy a Loop in Time. 

12-year-old Hanna 

Byers is in Grade 6 at 

Tatamagouche Regional 

Academy. 

 She enjoys painting, 

drawing, clay work, 

animals, and anime. 

Her mother is Tiffany 

Butler and stepfather is 

Nick Bigney.  

Talented young artist, Hanna Byers 
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      by Chris Gill 

Itôs BBQ time and with that itôs high time for 

those quick, delicious side salads. These three sal-

ads are a single side serving but of course can be 

adapted any which way to suit all needs and tastes. 

With a slice of bread or roll (or two) added any 

larger serving of these salads can become a full 

meal. Do give them a try and have a wonderful, 

yummy summer. 

onion, red or yellow; to taste; diced or thinly sliced 

your dressing of choice; to taste ; mix, knead into 

onions, sort of quick pickling the onions  

 

tomato; up to 1 per person; slice or dice 

add tomato to the onion-dressing mix just before 

serving to keep watering out to a minimum 

TOMATO SALAD  

APPLE-CARROT SLAW  

apple - 1 very small - cored and grated 

carrots - 3 medium - cleaned and grated 

oil of choice (vegetable, olive) - 3 Tbsp - to taste  

vinegar of choice (apple-cider, white balsamic, é) 

- 1 Tbsp / to taste   

salt - 1/8 tsp /  to taste   

sugar - 1/2 tsp / to taste   

      mix everything in a (serving) bowl 

optional add-ins:     

*lemon juice - few drops / to taste   

*ground / crushed pepper  - 1/2 tsp / to taste   

*raisins  / dried fruit of choice / crushed pineapple 

- to taste   

*nuts / seeds of choice     

orange - 1 per person  - cut off peel, and cut  

into bite sized chunks 

fennel leaf  - 1 leaf to taste  - cut into thin slices 

salt - to taste   

pepper, ground or crushed - to taste 

sesame seeds, nuts, seeds of choice - optional / to 

taste 

store bought vinaigrette, or  

homemade vinaigrette: 

      oil of choice  - 1/4 cup 

      vinegar of choice  - 2 tsp 

      mustard of choice  - 1 tsp 

ORANGE-FENNEL SALAD +  

VINAIGRETTE / DRESSING  

Itôs BBQ time  

This is a picture of a banner that we had made and a 

plaque that was presented to the Sutherland Harris Vet-

erans Wing in Pictou.  It was on behalf of the three Lions 

Clubs in our district, River John Lions Club, Pictou Lions 

Club and Stellarton Lions Club. On it are the Army, Na-

vy, Air Force and Merchant Marine crests. The Lions 

presenting it were Anne Patriquin, Paul Doucette and 

Rod Buell on behalf of the clubs. 

Mabel Zinck received a jewel as she celebrated 75 years 

as a Rebekah. The Frazee Rebekahs in River John 

thank Sister Mabel for her years of Friendship, Love and 

Truth.   

     sweetener of choice  - 1 tsp 

     salt - to taste 

     pepper -  to taste 

For the homemade dressing put all the ingredients 

into a small lidded jar, close firmly and shake until 

creamy or whisk vigorously in a bowl. Then pour 

over the salad soon, as the dressing will separate 

over time. 
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Kay Lee Scotland and her bunny in the dressed competi-

tion. 

      by Christene Heighton  

The River John 4-H Club is back for another 

year with 14 members and 5 leaders. Projects 

this year include beef, fisheries, crafts, scrap-

booking, cake decorating, photography, light 

horse, draft horse, goat, building blocks, great 

outdoors, cloverbud, exploring 4-H, foods and 

rabbit. The year was again challenging with 

COVID-19 and unable to meet with members in 

person until February. 

Our annual Public Speaking rally was held 

on March 17th, at the River John Legion with 7 

members presenting exceptional topics to the 

audience. Thank you to Mike Topley for judging 

the members it was greatly appreciated and Con-

gratulations to all members we are so proud of 

you all. Two members moved on to the County 

Rally on April 3rd in Scotsburn, Kay Lee Scot-

land for Junior Speech and Elizabeth Heighton 

for Ambassador. Kay Lee received first in Junior 

Speech and Elizabeth received first in the Am-

bassador competitions. They both moved on to 

the Eastern Regional rally on April 18th in 

Scotsburn, where Kay Lee received second 

place in Junior Speech and Elizabeth received a 

first in Ambassador competitions. Elizabeth 

moved on to the Provincial 4-H Day in Truro 

where she received second runner-up overall. 

Congratulations to both members! 

On May 14th Kay Lee Scotland took part in a 

4-H Rabbit Clinic at the Truro Exhibition 

grounds where she learned many skills such as 

showmanship and judging. There was also a fun 

ñDress your bunny upò competition. Congratula-

tions Kay Lee for a job well done, we are all 

proud of your hard work. 

We would like to thank Farm Credit Canada 

(FCC) for your funding of $500 to help us with 

our club activities and Achievement Day. 

We are now in the planning stages for 

Achievement Day, Pictou North Colchester Ex-

hibition and the Provincial Show in Truro. Some 

our members are also in open class shows with 

their projects this summer. It will be a busy sum-

mer finishing their projects and taking part in 

many events this year. Best of luck to all. 

4 H members assisted the River John Lions with road-

side pick up on May 14th. 

(Left to right) Aiden, Chloe Bezanson and in front Jen-

nifer Ingemansen 

River John 4-H 

Violet Mulholland and Grayson MacLean 

Faith Mulholland, Georgina Manning,  Kinslee Carmi-

chael  

The Recreation Department organized an Early 

Easter egg hunt on April 10th at the Legion 

Remembrance Garden. Here are photos of some 

participants. 

Easter egg hunt 
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Editorial        ñWar in our timeò 

The Pioneer is published by the  

River John Community Action Society 

P.O. Box 161, River John, NS, B0K 1N0 

 

The views expressed in this newspaper are those of the contributors and not 

necessarily those of the editorial board. 

 

The Pioneer is distributed throughout the BOK 1N0 postal area which is primarily River John and 

West Branch. We welcome any articles or pictures from any of our newspaper friends and areas. 

Contributions to the next issue should be sent to the editors. Please send text files and pictures as separate 

attachments.  Text should have the bare minimum of formatting. Photos should be 400-1200 pixels wide, 

and be accompanied by a list of captions. We reserve the right to edit letters and articles for clarity and 

brevity. Profanity will not be tolerated and we have the right to refuse to print letters.  

Editorial board:é.éééééééé Joan MacLeod, Linda Thompson-Reid,  Beulah Wright,  

                                                               Debby Shaw, Mary Beth Sutherland  

                                                          éééé.. ééé.é...épioneereditors@outlook.com 

Photographer:é.éééééééé.. Christiane Gill  

Advertising sales ................................. Julie Windebank ééé...ééé...pioneerads2000@gmail.com 

Advertising, accounts receivable éé Melanie Miller éé..........é.pioneerpayments2000@gmail.com 

for advertising                        

Graphics éé.éé..ééééé.é.. Dylan Langilleéééééééé......langille.dylan@gmail.com  

Typist  ééééé...éééé.éé. Sandra MacKay  

Proof reading  ééé.é.éééé....Marg Jones 

Layout ................................................. Derek Andrews 

Printing ................................................Advocate Printing & Publishing Co Ltd 

Re. Letter to the Editor Winter/Spring Issue 

2022: 

The Mackay Road/James MacKay Road (Toney 

River) Fiasco, by Rennie MacKenzie 

 

We made an error in this letter. We omitted a 

paragraph, which meant the following paragraph 

did not make sense. 

The letter should have read:  

ñReference Illustrated Historical Atlas of Pictou 

County J.H. Meacham & C. 1879 Section No. 3 

Page 33 

Reference: Atlantic Canada Back Road Atlas 

(Map Art Publishing Corp) Page 53 (key 68-L).  

They refer to it as the James MacKay Road. Who 

do you suppose didnôt do their homework!   I sus-

pect the gentlemen in 1879 knew what he was do-

ing.ò 

We sincerely apologize for this omission.  

The Editor 

Oops!  Editorial Error  

      by Joan MacLeod 

As a ñbaby boomerò child born after the Second 

World War, (1946-1964), ñWar timeò was a com-

mon phrase, so was the expression, ñThe war to 

end all wars,ò but it never does, does it? 

Since then, there have been the Korean War, the 

Vietnam War, the Irish Troubles, the Falkland Cri-

sis, Rwanda, Sudan, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Myan-

mar, Bosnia, Iraq, Syria, the suppression of human 

rights in Hong Kong and the list goes on and on. 

There has rarely been a time in living history when 

there has not been one country either fighting inter-

nally (civil war) or a bigger county trying to over-

take another, usually for material gain, oil, or other 

riches or just domination or sovereignty. 

All wars lead to unjust suffering and death, and 

destruction of homes, businesses and infrastructure. 

And the weakest and most vulnerable suffer the 

most. Innocent citizens are often deliberately killed 

to instill fear and to terrorize the population. And 

who profits? Arms manufacturers mainly, as well 

as  those who supply war equipment, certainly not 

the ordinary citizens. War creates refugees, who are 

displaced and live in substandard conditions await-

ing placement. 

The war in Ukraine is no exception. There are 6 

million refugees created by this war, mainly wom-

en and children, who have fled, leaving behind 

their menfolk to fight the Russians. It is important 

to note that very many Russians are also opposed 

to this war, but when they held protest marches, 

they were imprisoned by a corrupt government 

which does not allow protest or dissent. 

Dear Editors, 

What a great issue! Bravo! Thank you for all 

your efforts and time in putting together this local 

newspaper. 

It just gets better and better. I really like the 

range - from service club news to people profiles to 

articles about history, nature & community events. 

The advertisements, graphics and their placements 

are excellent as well. I read everything. 

In appreciation, 

Susan (Sellers Bain) 

Letters to the Editors  

Letter to the Editors: 

I am wondering if you, or anyone you know, 

might have knowledge of the fishing buildings that 

used to be at MacDonald's Cove wharf? 

After the wharf was decommissioned, my fa-

ther, (Harry Herring Jr.,) bought one of the build-

ings. My dad and Austin Allen moved it from 

MacDonald's Cove to the cottages off Allen Road 

with one of Austin's tractors & trailers. We used 

the building as a bunkie and for storage. We are 

now restoring the building, got to talking and were 

trying to determine some more history.  

Do you know anyone who might be able to help 

fill us in on the old MacDonald's wharf buildings? 

Thanks for considering.  

Nova Herring  

Sometimes I think that smaller communities and 

villages reflect what is going on in the outside 

world. We have seen dissention, criticism and in-

fighting between our community groups. In my 

opinion this is not helpful and needs to stop. We 

are so much stronger when we can co-operate and 

work together for a greater good, rather than work-

ing against each other. Co-operation does not hap-

pen automatically, it takes time and sharing, with 

respect and patience.  

So, it is gratifying to see the present support for 

Ukraine in our village. The IOOF passed the hat at 

their meeting and raised $1,500 to send to a  broth-

er organization in the Ukraine. The Presbyterian 

Church held a soup luncheon and raised over 

$1,075 which they sent to the Red Cross and Pres-

byterian World Development. And a group of us 

bought a Ukraine Flag to fly in the village and also 

bought fabric to decorate power poles in the village 

(for a donation), raising $100 and counting. Dona-

tions may still be left at the Library. 

 Also, by the time this goes to press, the United 

Church will have held a hymn-sing with the good-

will offering also going to the United Churchôs 

Emergency appeal for Ukraine.  

Well done everyone, this conflict sems to have 

captured our attention like none other. Peace, rec-

onciliation, diplomacy, discussion on human and 

civil rights all take time, energy and commitment. 

But in a democracy, not a dictatorship, that is the 

only alternative to conflict. 
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Community Announcements  

Card of Thanks  
A Huɮʍ Thˉʹʔ Y˛ʢ Aʶʕ! 

I w˛˃lʋ ˗ʳɲʍ tʙ ˁhˉʹʔ ˏʁˏˠy˛ɶʍ f˛ʞ 

ʨʶʕ ˁɯʍ ˚iɨʍ â˛ʂˏrʟ, cˉrdʟ, ɵeʨlʟ ˉnʋ 

ʽh˛ɶʍ cʨʶlʟ I ɼeɨˏ˔ʁeʋ ˍˤˠ˔nʐ ˙ʦ ɼe-

ɨˏnʠ ʳʶ˗ɶesʟ. Y˛ˤʞ ˢ˔ɵʍ ˉnʋ ˁh˛uʱht-

ˑ˃˗ɶesʟ ʂˏɼʍ ʨʶʕ sʙ ˉp˞ɼeˌiaɾeʋ.  

Mˉ˚ʦ ˁhˉʹkʟ agˉ˔ʘ ˑr˛ʗ ˁɯʍ ʈᴆt˛ʗ 

ᴗ ˙ʦ ɯeʆᴍ. 

Sɯʮʶɳˏʦ Bi˒ɶˏʦ ˉnʋ Fˉ˙ʳ˗ʦ 

Toadstock 2022  

 is excited to be back in River John 
for the weekend of Aug 11-13th  
with even more entertainment and 
fun planned. Bike or no bike, itôs a 
weekend you wonôt want to miss!  

More information can be found at 
www.bikersdown.com  

Itôs going to be a real  
ñOlô Skool Biker Party!ò  

All at the River John Old School,  
2 School Street, River John. 

The Farmers Market is coming back!  

July 3rd and every Sunday after from  

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

AND there will be a special market during Festival 

Week, July 24th. 

Food trucks, local vendors and music - something 

for the whole family, all while supporting our local 

vendors. 

If you are interested in becoming a vendor, or 

would like to play music, please email  

bobbileebigney@hotmail.com 

Weekly coffee mornings 

at the Presbyterian Church Hall have started again. 

They are held on Wednesday mornings at 10 a.m. All 

are welcome and it is a great time of fellowship and an 

opportunity to socialize after the isolation of COVID. 

      by Beulah Wright 

Read by the Sea, a favourite summer activity for 

which River John has become famous, is once 

again going to take place this summer and the Riv-

er John and Area Historical Society is conducting a 

"Story Walk"  as a part of the event. The pandemic 

put a cramp in the recent presentations and last 

year's offering was simply a video talking about 

some of the people and the artifacts at the local 

heritage museum, documenting the rich and varied 

stories of River John's past. But it is going to be an 

actual walk this year and we are excited! 

We select a particular area of the village and 

point out the various interesting spots, and tell a 

story about that spot. This year we are focusing on 

the Station Road  and we plan to begin at the Bis-

sell Park and walk up the hill and stick to the right 

side of the highway, where we can view Holmes 

Hill, the site of the Welsford Tannery, and of the 

Methodist Church and talk about the past residents 

of the various homes.  Not sure yet where we will 

turn, due to time constraints, but we shall walk 

back on the other side of the street until we get 

back to Bissell Park, where we might find some 

lemonade and cookies. 

This will happen on the morning of June 30th, 

from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.  Dress for the weather, 

(remember how hot it was on the first story walk 

we conducted,) and maybe carry a small bottle of 

water in your pocket. It should be fun and perhaps 

you will learn something about our historic village 

that is new to you. 

River John Story Walk 

      by Beulah Wright 

The Heritage Museum is open again for the 

summer, earlier this year and hoping that reduced 

restrictions and open borders will allow for more 

tourists - more visitors! Because we have not been 

able to find a summer student again this year, it 

will only be open through the week, with Saturdays 

and Sundays closed.   

We will have some new artifacts and are always 

willing to tell some stories, research your family 

tree or just talk about the way things used to be. 

We feel that we now have a wonderful collection 

on display.  Now we need to plan some special 

events - might be possible. 

We are very grateful to all the local people who 

stepped up and justified our existence the past two 

years when out-of-province travelers were just not 

around. River John is so rich in history, both in 

events and outstanding people and it is important to 

keep  those stories and memories alive and share 

them. 

Hope to see you there! You will be very wel-

come! 

Heritage Museum 
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      by Debby Shaw  

On March 26, at 2 p.m., a funeral service for 

Mary Bell Reid of River John was held in St. 

George's Presbyterian Church. Mary was in her 

90th year and had not finished dispersing kindness 

to all God's creatures. Her bird feeders were always 

full, and any stray animal that came her way was 

sure to find food and maybe even lodging. 

When Bruce and I moved into Sadie's place, 

next door to Mary, we became one of her strays, 

and were welcomed with a pie and a lovely neigh-

bour. Mary's door was always open to me and she 

made sure I felt comfortable making tea for us in 

her kitchen. We sat and talked about the birds we 

saw and looked them up in her many bird books. 

She told me about her father going off to WWII 

and how her mother had their house built while he 

was away. One thing she didn't tell me about was 

that she had been Maid of the Waves in a pageant 

in Pictou. I read this in her obituary but wasn't sur-

prised. 

Mary told me of her children's younger years on 

the farm in Bigney with her husband, Everett Reid. 

Stories of sheep, horses and small children. Stories 

of going off to Nova Scotia Teachers College when 

her daughters were still young, after having com-

pleted a year at Mount Allison University. This 

reminded me of my own mother who went off to 

college when I was 13 and she was 43. They were 

Reid,  Mary Bell                November 1932 - March 2022 
pioneers for women. I heard wonderful stories of 

her teaching years at the Falls and Tatamagouche. I 

also heard of her adventures in Australia, where 

she was an exchange teacher. While there she trav-

elled extensively, visiting New Zealand, Tasmania, 

Hong Kong, Singapore and Bangkok. When she 

came back, Mary settled in her mother's house 

where she ran a bed and breakfast, named 

ñBramblesò. Mary was also a well-travelled tourist, 

having toured parts of Europe and the United 

States. Like most people who have lived a full life, 

she loved to share many of her stories with me over 

our tea. 

She talked of her family and of the terrible loss 

of her daughters, Beverly and Marilyn, phone calls 

and visits from daughter Linda in Ottawa. Mary 

was very proud of her children, as well as her 

grandchildren, Kelly, Scott, and Mark. 

Mary said it was because of her childhood years 

with her father that she was so passionate about the 

welfare of birds and animals, remembering rescu-

ing and raising baby raccoons with him. She was a 

supporter of Hope for Wildlife, the Nature Con-

servancy and the World Wildlife Fund.  She wrote 

letters to government representatives about con-

serving our mainland moose and Sable Island hors-

es and Nova Scotia forests. 

In my first spring as Mary's neighbour, I was 

surprised to see about 100 daffodils sprouting on 

her lawn between our houses. I'm sure others were-

n't surprised, but I was just learning of Mary's 

green thumb. Her lovely yard with its pond, bench-

es and pretty gardens, and her beautiful view of the 

river gave her much joy. 

Linda came home to care for her Mum during 

her illness. She arranged for the VON and compas-

sionate homecare workers to help with that care, 

and made it possible for Mary to stay in her home. 

She enjoyed the many visits from family and 

friends. 

The sound of Mary's voice, her laugh and her 

constant smile will be greatly missed by family and 

friends. 
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      by Mike Topley, President 

The Legion is heading into what we hope is a 

full swing summer. Thereôs lots being planned, 

first and foremost a restart of Chase the Ace. Tick-

ets go on sale at Fultonôs Pharmacy on Monday, 

June 6th. Starting jackpot is $2000 and the first 

draw will be on Friday, June 10th. Come on out 

and enjoy the music by Geezer. Line dancers are 

welcome; speaking of which, many thanks to Joce-

lyn Heighton for leading an enthusiastic group of 

line dancers on Friday evenings right up to the 

Chase the Ace restart. 

Summer washer tosses are being planned and 

will be announced in plenty of time to sign up. 

These will be along with a full slate of activities 

during Festival Days including a strawberry tea, 

bingo, a crib tournament, and a euchre tournament; 

and donôt forget Read by the Sea in our Memorial 

Gardens. Legion members have been busy with 

spring cleaning and freshening indoors and out. 

Finally, our partnership agreement with the Riv-

er John Pickleball Club is proceeding nicely. Hope-

fully some recreational grant money will find its 

way towards this project. Once constructed, 

(hopefully this summer/fall,) pickleball club mem-

berships or day/game passes will be available along 

with lessons and plenty of court time. 

See you at the Legion. 

River John Legion News  

      by Jacob Leegwater,  

Recording Secretary 

Since our last report in the Pioneer, we have 

overcome our structural problems. We are sorry 

that Fultonôs Pharmacy had to close for three 

weeks, the first week was out of our control. 

Due to COVID in January and snowstorms in 

February we were unable to hold our afternoon 

meetings on the second Monday of each month. In 

March we were pleased to have Brother Eric and 

Sister Diane Hann join us. On a couple of 

occasions we had a visit from Grand Master pro 

tem Brother Peter Richardson; on February 28, he 

presented Bro. Patrick Heighton with a 5-year 

lapel pin. On March 14 Bro. Hugh Langille was 

presented with his 50-year jewel. Congratulations 

to both. 

With the war ongoing in the Ukraine, it was 

agreed by the Lodge to raise funds for a newly 

instituted Lodge in Ukraine. When all was said and 

done, we were able to send $1,500. 

Notice was received for Grand Lodge Sessions 

in Truro to be held on Friday 13 and Saturday 14. 

Several Brothers indicated they would be 

attending. We had honoured Raymond 

MacKenzie on his 91st birthday. Though not a 

lodge member he has made and donated many 

handcrafted items to the Lodge. 

We were very pleased to have three 

applications for membership. Initiation is 

hopefully before Lodge closes for the summer. 

On April 18th, Bro. Steven Craib was 

presented with a 25-year jewel and Bro. Hugh 

Langille was presented with a 50-year 

universal jewel, both presented by Bro. Peter 

Richardson. Our district meeting was held in 

Liberty Lodge #120 on April 20th. This was 

chaired by Bro. Kennie Snook. Next term the 

D.D. Grand Master will be Bro. Mike 

MacKenzie of Eastern Star #1 in Pictou. 

During our Grand Lodge Sessions in Truro 

on May 13th and 14th, one highlight was the 

election of Bro. Dan Ferguson to the position 

of Grand Warden. This is the first step to the 

office of Grand Master, a position that we are 

sure to be of great significance. 

Congratulations. 

We are selling tickets on three lobster 

Helping Hand Lodge #34 and Frazee Rebekah Lodge #33. 

draws - 3 lots of 10lb of Lobsters. Tickets are 1 for 

$2 and 3 for $5. They can be purchased at Fultonôs 

Pharmacy, River John. The draw will be held on 

June 18, just in time for Fatherôs Day. 

On the Rebekah side of the coin, we too are 

fundraising. Tickets are 4 for $5 with only 200 

tickets being sold; this will be a 50/50, with the 

winner taking home $500. 

Three of our sister members attended the 

Rebekah Assembly Sessions held the same time as 

Odd Fellows in Truro. Attending were Noble 

Grand Sister Joanne Ferguson, Sister Margaret 

Langille and Sister Agnes Murray. 

We hope you all have a great summer and weôll 

see you on July 28th at the Festival Days breakfast 

at the Lions Verandah. 

Noble Grand Helping Hand ï Bro. Willis 

Langille 

Noble Grand Frazee Rebekahs #33 ï Sis. 

Joanne Ferguson 

Recording Secretary Helping Hand ï Bro. 

Jacob Leegwater 

R. S. Frazee Rebekah # 33 ï Sis. Greta Langille 
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      by Paul Martin 

Kweô (gway) means Greetings in the Miôkmaq 

language. The people of Katjipokoek, (a lonely riv-

er flowing through the wilderness), or River John, 

may recognize this word as it formed part of the 

name of my mother Jeanôs basket shop in the early 

90ôs in River John which she called Kweô Country 

Basket. A word that many are perhaps more famil-

iar with is ñPowwow.ò I have heard this word used 

loosely over time in various settings. The word 

Powwow never seemed to be used in a manner that 

indicated its correct meaning or given the im-

portance it evokes in the Môikmaw culture or for 

that matter many North American Indigenous com-

munities.  

As I understand it the term ñPowwowò is de-

rived from ñPau Wau,ò meaning ñmedicine manò 

or ñhe who dreamsò in Narrtick, a language spoken 

by the Algonquian people of Massachusetts. As 

with numerous Indigenous words, settlers not only 

spelled pau wau incorrectly but began misusing the 

word to refer to the meetings of Indigenous medi-

cine men, and later to any kind of gathering of 

North American Indians. In recent times, and in 

some circles, it has even become a more general 

term for meetings and conferences, especially brief 

ones. The spelling of Powwow has become gener-

ally accepted but when attending such an event in 

the land of the Miôkmaq it is properly called a 

ñMawioômi (ma wee oh me). The word 

"Mawioômi" in the Miôkmaq language means 

"gathering." The event is intended to gather with 

friends and family to celebrate the beauty, strength, 

spirit and endurance of the Miôkmaq Indigenous 

peoples and their culture and traditions. This event 

includes Miôkmaw ceremony, storytelling, singing, 

dancing, drumming and praying. It is a time of re-

flection, sharing and feasting.  

Gatherings similar to Mawioômis existed in 

most native communities long before European 

settlement. In fact the Miôkmaq, who are the origi-

nal inhabitants of the Atlantic Provinces of Canada 

and parts of Maine, have been here for over 10,000 

years and have held Mawioômis as a way to gather 

and celebrate. One major difference between old-

time Mawioômis and more contemporary ones is 

that pre-contact events allowed only tribal members 

and those from friendly neighbouring tribes on the 

dance grounds whereas modern Mawioômis are all 

inclusive or ñintertribalò meaning they are open to 

all who wish to attend; including non-Indigenous 

people. 

Mawioômis are not ñbrief meetingsò; they can 

take place over a period of one to four days and 

often draw participants from hundreds of miles 

away. Modern Mawioômis are grouped into two 

broad divisions: ñcompetitionò (or contest) events 

and those referred to as ñtraditional.ò Traditional 

Mawioômis offer small amounts of ñday moneyò to 

all or some portion of the participants to help de-

fray the cost of attending and do not have competi-

tive dancing or singing. In contrast, competition 

events offer prize money in various standardized 

dance and music categories. 

Both divisions share the same general order of 

events and styles of singing and dancing. A typical 

Mawioômi starts with a grand entry whereby flag 

bearers and elder members of the community are 

invited into the inner dance grounds to be hon-

oured. Among many dances performed by men and 

women of all ages dressed in colorful personalized 

regalia (not costumes) you will witness a Grass 

Dance, Healing Dance, Fancy Shawl Dance and a 

Menôs Fancy Dance. In addition, there are usually 

several drum groups to add to the atmosphere. 

More detailed information about all the dances is 

provided at the events.  

Although there are over 25 planned Mawioômis 

across the Maritime Region, the local events of the 

2022 season are currently scheduled as follows: 

Pictou Landing First Nation; June 4-5. Contact 

Haley Bernard (902 301 0256) 

Sipekneôkatik First Nation (Shubenacadie); July 

8-10. Brian Knockwood (902 750 0567) 

Millbrook First Nation (Truro); August 13-14. 

Mike Stephens (902 805 1752) 

Paqtnkek (Afton Station) September 24-25. 

Rose Paul (Call Band Admin.) 

 

Only the Millbrook Powwow is a ñcompetitionò 

type. A more comprehensive list of powwows can 

a found by searching online; Miôkmaq Powwow 

trail 2022  

It is important to note that this is a tentative list 

and schedule so please be sure to check to see if 

the event is still going ahead. 

A Mawioômi is a culturally rich, well organized, 

fun, safe, colorful, interesting and an awe-inspiring 

event. A few things to know before attending is 

that there is no admittance charge, there is an M.C 

to conduct the schedule of events and provide 

Pau Wau/Mawioômi Time In The Maritimes 

by Netta Heukshorst 

Hello everyone, in my last update on the RJSK I 

mentioned that we would soon be meeting back at 

the library as COVID restrictions were being 

eased. 

Well, back we are there! It had been lovely 

though to meet in small numbers at various knit-

tersô homes. Thank you to all who volunteered to 

host. 

As always, the knitted squares keep materializ-

ing to keep little children in Africa warm, where 

they are made into blankets for their most vulnera-

ble little ones. 

So now we meet every Friday morning at the 

River John Library from 10-12, give or take a few 

minutes, LOL. Even coffee and some treats are 

enjoyed as we knit and chat together. 

All knitters/crocheters are welcome. Please do 

not buy yarn as it can be provided for you, as well 

as needles. Donations of yarn always welcome. 

This summer we will once again host a craft 

table at the RJ Market at the Old School; various 

knitted articles are for sale to help with the cost of 

shipping the bundles. All monies from the sales 

and donations go towards this expense. 

Smile, keep knitting and above all be kind. 

River John Square 

Knitters Update  

needed information, there are lots of food and arts 

and crafts vendors and security on site. There is a 

nightly feast where all are invited and can eat for 

free and there is no picture-taking allowed during 

certain ceremonies, especially of the sacred fire 

which burns continuously during the event. The 

Mawioômi grounds are considered sacred and as 

such alcohol is not permitted and there is zero tol-

erance for intoxication. 

So take the mystery out of a Powwow or 

Mawioômi and plan to attend one near you this 

summer. Donôt be surprised if you hear someone 

say Kweô to you as you enter, that is your chance 

to let them know you are from the area of Katji-

pokoek. 

Welaôlioq (well a lee oag) Thank you to all. 
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      by Mary Beth Sutherland 

On March 28, 2022 the Canadian Minister of 

National Defence, the Honourable Anita Amand, 

announced that ñthe Canadian Government would 

apologize to the descendants of the No. 2 Con-

struction Battalion members, for the racism  men 

of this Battalion faced.ò  The date was significant, 

105 years to the day, the Battalion had shipped 

overseas from Halifax to England and military ser-

vice in the First World War. 

Can you imagine volunteering to fight for your 

country, yet when you went to sign up for active 

service, you would probably be told you were not 

wanted due to the colour of your skin and not be-

cause of your ability. Unfortunately these were the 

experiences of these men from 1914 to 1916, until 

the formation of the No. 2. 

William Pugsley, a New Brunswick Member of 

Parliament, wrote in regards to the situation, 

ñThere is a good deal of complaint and a very con-

siderable amount of feeling among our coloured 

Apology to the Soldiers of the No. 2 Construction Battalion 

The Battalion's Band is on the left, then some of the sol-

diers and officers in front, Col. Dan Sutherland  in front 

centre.  

This photo shows the mill site where the lumber was 

produced; a  team of horses is used to assist the men in 

their work,  in the La Joue region of France. 

citizens, that they have not been treated fairly. 

They have been told that their services would be 

accepted, and when they go to the recruiting office 

where they are told to go, they have been sent 

away without receiving any satisfaction.ò These 

Black men were refused acceptance into almost all 

military units. 

The formation of the No. 2 Construction Battal-

ion was announced July 5, 1916, when Daniel H. 

Sutherland of River John, NS, accepted the role of 

Commanding Officer. He was an engineer by trade 

and his company had already built roads, railway 

lines, bridges and dams. The men of this Battalion 

would not be involved in fighting, but would build 

and maintain infrastructure needed to support the 

troops on the front lines. Although their work was 

valuable, they wanted to serve their country as sol-

diers fighting with guns, not shovels and picks. 

The Battalion officers were all white, with the 

exception of the Chaplain, Rev. W.A. White. He 

had supported the creation of this Battalion so that 

Black men could serve their country, as they felt 

was their right. Rev. White was the Pastor of Zion 

Baptist Church in Truro, NS, when Sutherland 

asked him to join the No. 2 as Chaplain. He was 

highly regarded by the officers and men of the Bat-

talion. 

When these soldiers returned home from serv-

ing their country they continued to be treated as 

second class citizens. 

To deliver this apology, our Minister of Nation-

al Defence will come to Truro on July 9, 2022, 1 

p.m. at the Truro Amateur Athletic Club (TAAC) 

Grounds, near the Truro Golf Club. This site was 

chosen because the Battalion trained there, after 

relocating from Pictou. Preceding the apology there 

will be a military parade from the Zion Baptist 

Church to the TACC grounds. 

This event is open to the general public for any-

one wanting to witness this historic occasion. It 

will also be available for online viewing, for those 

unable to attend in person. 

by Bernadette Macdonald  

When the Pictou County Community Health 

Centre Working Group heard about the work the 

River John Community Support Society was un-

dertaking, a meeting was quickly arranged between 

the two groups to discuss future cooperation. 

ñWith both volunteer groups having a similar 

vision of enhancing services in the community to 

improve  access to primary healthcare and food 

security, we had a lot to discuss,ò said Sue Arse-

nault from Elmfield, a member of the Community 

Health Centre Working Group. 

ñBoth of our groups are interested in improving 

food security across our community,ò explained 

John McKim, Chair of the River John Community 

Support Society. ñNot only do we want to ensure 

any household that needs food has it, as much as 

possible we also want to ensure that food being 

offered is grown locally, and is as fresh and nutri-

tious as possible.ò 

To that end, both groups want to take a Food 

Centre approach to food security.  ñFood Centres 

are a growing model on how to approach food se-

curity in communities across the province and 

country,ò added Kelley Cavan from Public Health 

and a member of the Community Health Centre 

Working Group. ñFood Centres can have food 

preparation programs where people learn new 

skills, a grocery store component where people can 

buy fresh food at a very affordable price, a commu-

nity garden that can supply some of the food sea-

sonally, and can offer donated food that can be 

River John Community Food & Health Centre: Perfect Timing  

stored or frozen. It takes the stigma of poverty out 

of using services. It is for everyone.ò    

As part of the facility, there will be a communi-

ty kitchen for food processing where groups of 

people can come and prepare food together. The 

food can then be eaten on-site, handed out fresh, or 

put in the freezers for future use. 

The other usage being considered for this new 

space is providing access to primary care, includ-

ing  space for health professionals to come to River 

John and provide services. 

The Pictou County Community Health Centre 

Working Group has just completed its business 

plan to establish a Community Health Centre in 

Pictou County. A Community Health Centre is a 

not-for-profit service owned and operated by the 

community, and provides primary care together 

with health promotion, community programs, and 

social services in one-to-one and group settings. 

The plan includes a proposal for a main location in 

New Glasgow as well as satellite sites and mobile 

access in more rural areas of the county. 

 ñIt is very important to us that the health and 

other services we will be providing are mobile, 

enabling us to reach citizens across our large geo-

graphical county,ò explained Ms. Arsenault. ñThis 

new initiative in River John by the Community 

Support Society fits perfectly with our vision of a 

satellite health service and being able to provide 

our services and programs within their facility. The 

timing couldnôt be better.ò 

Construction of the new River John Community 

Food and Health Centre will commence this spring, 

and the timeline to get the Community Health Cen-

tre operational is in the coming year.   

If you have any questions for the River John 

Community Support Society, please contact John 

McKim at mckimjohn55@gmail.com  and for the 

Pictou County Community Health Centre please 

contact Keith Collier at pictou-

countychc@gmail.com 
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by Bernadette Macdonald 

In December 2021 I wrote to all Canadian 

Members of Parliament and Senators asking them 

to not support the proposed Conversion Therapy 

Bill (C-6). As I said in the letter, this is an odd po-

sition for me to take as I am a lesbian and have 

witnessed the impact ñconversion therapyò has had 

on lesbians.  

Unfortunately, in the name of trying to be 

ñpolitically correct,ò the bill passed unanimously in 

both the House of Commons and the Senate. 

Below is the letter I wrote.    

Dear Members of Parliament/ Senators: 

I am writing to express my opposition to Bill C-

4 Act to Amend the Criminal Code (Conversion 

Therapy). 

I take offence to a number of points in this pro-

posed amendment to the Criminal Code, which 

may seem odd for me, as I am a lesbian who knows 

the harm Conversion Therapy programs have had 

on homosexuals. If the bill focused on what we all 

understand as Conversion Therapy, which pertains 

to a personôs sexual orientation, I would welcome 

the bill. 

Unfortunately, this bill conflates sexual orienta-

tion with gender identity. To begin, I object to the 

use of a recently made up word ñcisgenderò being 

enshrined into judicial language. Cisgender refers 

to people whose gender identity matches the sex 

they were born in. As a feminist I have been work-

Conversion Therapy Bill Issues 

ing most of my life to address the harms, to both 

girls/women & boys/men, from sex role stereotyp-

ing. The successes of both the womenôs and gay 

and lesbian liberation movements have depended 

in large part upon challenging sex stereotypes, 

which includes reflecting critically on gender iden-

tity and gender expression. To use this word 

(cisgender) in government legislation cements 

these sexist notions into law. 

By adding gender identity to this bill, I under-

stand the government is trying to protect people 

who feel they want to transition to the gender they 

were not born in (not sex as that is not possible, no 

matter how many surgeries). You want to ensure 

ñtransò individuals do not suffer some sort of Con-

version Therapy, as many homosexuals had to en-

dure. 

Unlike our biological sex, gender identity and 

gender expression are fluid and change over time. 

Young people, in particular, need the freedom to 

explore and discuss their feelings about gender, 

their bodies, their mental health, and the puberty 

process with others. Bill C-4 limits this. 

Ironically, what Bill C-4 does is encourage 

Conversion Therapy for many young people expe-

riencing gender dysphoria. The bill is designed to 

ensure medical transition is the only option and 

threatens to penalize services and therapies that do 

not encourage hasty transition for these young peo-

ple. This rush to medicalization has a harmful, dis-

parate impact on all youth, and vulnerable girls 

especially. Once a girl is ñaffirmedò as a boy, the 

opportunity for clinicians to identify and treat any 

distinctly female experiences (body image, misog-

yny, homophobia, sexual abuse) that led her to 

seek transition is lost. 

Another ironic twist to Bill C-4 is the threat of 

being charged with a criminal offence, if you are a 

health professional/ health service provider who 

believes a ñwatchful waiting approachò is more 

appropriate than swift medical or surgical interven-

tions. This ñwatchful waiting approachò can be 

interpreted as a type of ñConversion Therapyò. 

This threat will create a ñchilling effectò in the 

health care community and many may not want to 

provide any services to people with gender dyspho-

ria.  

As a lesbian feminist I am truly shocked that, in 

the name of ñcriminalizing conversion therapy,ò 

Bill C-4 will actually create a modern form of Con-

version Therapy (converting young lesbians to 

ñstraightò ñmenò) and making it a legal obligation. 

I trust you will help to ensure Bill C-4 is not 

passed into law as it is currently configured. 

Please contact me if you wish to discuss further. 

I wish to thank Dr. Susan Bradley for helping 

me understand the importance of a ñwatchful wait-

ing approach.ò  

Dr. Susan Bradley ï Founder of the Gender 

Identity Clinic for Children & Adolescents (Clark 

Inst. of Psychiatry) and Psychiatrist-in-Chief, Hos-

pital for Sick Children & Division Head of Child 

Psychiatry (University of Toronto). 

      by Kelly Shaw  

As the COVID-19 pandemic begins to move 

towards a new normal many folks are booking trav-

el to sunnier and sandier climes away from River 

John. This shift also allows travel outside of our 

community, province, and country for pleasure, yet 

also allows travel for work in ways that have been 

restricted over the past many months. Because of 

this recent change I have engaged in teaching and 

training again face-to-face with students both in 

Nova Scotia and in Nunatsiavut. (Nunatsiavut is an 

Inuktitut word meaning Our Beautiful Land.) 

Since 2017 I have been afforded the opportunity 

to work with the Nunatsiavut Government, in con-

tracted training. Travel to remote ñfly inò Inuit 

community along the north coast of Labrador is 

ñinteresting,ò to use a euphemistic term. 

I wrote this piece while on ñweather holdò for 

the third day, in beautiful Nain, NL.  Nain is, at this 

time of year, an icy, rocky, sunny, and warm com-

munity. ñWeather holdò means that flights cannot 

safely take off, fly, and/or land, but it offers the 

opportunity to pulaak, (the Inuktitut word for visit) 

with friends at their cabin off Akpiksai Bay, travel-

ing the ice trail on skidoo over Unity Bay to have a 

boil up of roast hotdogs and marshmallows while 

watching the sunset, waiting for the Northern 

Lights to dance in the sky. 

Over the last week or so my Facebook was filled 

with friendsô stories of delays returning from trips 

to Southern countries because of problems with air 

carriers. Today, I sit in Nain, enjoying the blue sky 

holding my privilege. 

Once I leave here, when the weather clears 

along the coast, I will have to spend a night in 

Goose Bay before I can get a flight to Halifax, so 

my delay will interfere with meetings I have sched-

On Weather Hold  

uled. These can always be rescheduled. However, 

for the residents of the North Coast of Labrador, 

weather hold means no flights to medical appoint-

ments in Goose Bay or St. Johnôs. These appoint-

ments will require rescheduling which could mean 

that they will wait many more months or years for 

needed medical tests or procedures. It means no 

emergency medical evacuation, leaving the health 

clinic and nurse practitioners to manage sometimes 

life-threatening illnesses. It means no cargo arriv-

ing to restock grocery store shelves. It means no 

family returning from needed travel away. The run-

way in Nain is less than 2000ft long and does not 

have lights. That means that the size of the aircraft 

and the time-of-day that aircraft can land are both 

limited; add the complexity of weather, and the 

landing and take-off window gets even smaller. 

As a Kallun©t (non-Inuit) guest here, I have 

privilege and responsibility. As a country we can-

not move to reconciliation until we have truth. We 

are all treaty people and as such those of us with 

privileged voice have a responsibility to amplify 

circumstance. Weather hold is a regular occurrence 

in Nain. Before you pass judgment on the location 

where Nunatsiavummuit (the Inuit who live in 

Nunatsiavut) choose to live, recognize that many of 

the complexities they encounter are the impact of 

colonization. For those of us who are descendants 

of people who invaded Turtle Island, (Turtle Island 

is the name used to refer to North America and 

stems from creation stories in many Algonquian 

and Iroquoian-speaking peoples tradition, includ-

ing the Mi'kmaq language which is part of the Al-

gonquian language family), recognize modernity as 

an impact of our choices, beliefs and values and 

accept that we imposed, often through violence, 

these values on Indigenous people, and many of 

the social problems in Indigenous community are a 

direct outcome of this colonizing behaviour. 

Etuaptmumk is the Mi'kmaw word for Two-

Eyed Seeing. Two-eyed seeing is often explained 

as a way of learning to see from one eye with the 

strengths of Indigenous knowledges and ways of 

knowing, and from the other eye with the strengths 

of Western knowledges and ways of knowing, then 

learning to use both these eyes together, for the 

benefit of all. 

Living on traditional land should afford the op-

portunity to be on the land in traditional ways 

while accessing the benefits of modern conven-

ience, as one chooses. It should not mean marginal-

ization and continued oppression. Boil water or-

ders, (a violation of basic human rights), and lack 

of access to services should not be seen consequen-

tially for choosing to live on traditional land. Ra-

ther, our colonial government who benefits from 

the wealth of natural resources, (a colonial con-

struct) they take, has a responsibility to provide 

equitably for all the citizens of this country, settlers 

and Indigenous alike. And it is our responsibility as 

descendants of colonial invaders to hold our elect-

ed officials accountable. 
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by Chris Gill  

It was Friday afternoon. I was up to my elbows 

in rye bread dough and the kitchen looked like an 

exploded flour mill - thatôs what you get when you 

add flour while your stand mixer is running on 

high speed - when the phone rang. It was MB ask-

ing if I could grab a snapshot or two of some fish-

ing boats and lobster traps before they set out for 

this yearôs lobster season. Sure, I could - easy 

peasy - or so I thought. 

I actually got the bread baked and the kitchen 

cleaned. Well, there was still a light layer of flour 

here and there but these pictures were more im-

portant than a spring cleaning of the kitchen. So I 

got into the car and off to the Cape I went (Cape 

John, Pictou County, Nova Scotia, that is). I got 

out of the car and was glad I had bundled up. It 

was not nice but little did I know what lay ahead. I 

took pictures, walked around and took more pic-

tures, walked around to the more obscure areas and 

took even more pictures. Nothing really worked the 

way I had thought it would. The pictures werenôt 

bad but, hmmm, they seemed ñemptyò if you know 

what I mean. Then I talked with some guys asking 

when the big day was. I learned that that day is 

called Drop Day and nobody really knew when 

exactly it was going to be this year except that it 

was at 6 a.m. on whatever day. I got guesses from 

the next day to Tuesday. 

Thatôs when it hit me/bit me. I was bitten by the 

Drop Day Bug. 

No ! I was not going to miss that big moment! 

Yes, this was the purpose my pictures were 

lacking. The next set turned out better, not much, 

but a bit better. I found the best positions and an-

gles that presented themselves that late afternoon. 

But I knew that very early morning pictures pre-

sented new challenges of their own, so I set my 

alarm for 4:30 am. 

Saturday 

     Needless to say, I was up at 4 a.m.. While wait-

ing for 5 a.m. to start chiming I had the smarts to 

check the weather and decided to break out all my 

heavy winter gear - again. Yes, I grew up in Mon-

treal where -25↔C, -30↔C plus wind chill are quite 

common but I also know that the moisture that 

comes with the seaside, aided by wind can make a 

+2↔C feel just like a -20↔C so please donôt judge me 

too harshly. Besides, just standing around is quite a 

different matter from moving around under the 

same circumstances. By the way, it was a dark, 

miserable, windy, rainy, +3↔C. 

Oh dear, I was really infected. The closer to 

Cape John I got the more I felt a tingle inside of 

me. No, I was all alone, not a soul in sight, so I set 

out in the 5:15 morning darkness illuminated only 

by the harbour lights to find the best angles. As 

dawn shyly started to peek over the horizon, I test-

ed shutter speeds, F-stops and so on. One might 

think that that was a waste of time, but let me as-

sure you it most definitely was not! Besides all the 

insights I gained and a few nice pictures I also got 

this feeling of accomplishment - having gotten out 

of my cozy, warm bed in the wee hours of a Satur-

day, defied not nice weather, having a few pictures 

to show - and then warming up back at home with 

a hot cup of tea and a slice of toasted and buttered 

rye bread with honey, freshly baked the day before, 

while listening to the (gas) fireplace crackle with 

the kitties by my side. Oh, the luxury! 

Sunday 

     Same stuff, different day: the alarm was set for 

4:30 a.m., I was up shortly after 4 a.m. waiting 

with some hot tea for 5 a.m. to roll around. I didnôt 

think that much of anything was going to happen 

today but if our lobster fishers were going to get up 

that early all during the season, the least I could do 

is make sure I didnôt miss their day. Sure enough, 

the boats were still empty, no loaded lobster traps 

strapped to their decks. It was even colder, 2↔C, 

very windy and ñonlyò drizzling. Again, you might 

think that that had been a waste of time but again I 

had come home with a few more insights and some 

nicer pictures. And again, there was that wonderful 

feeling of accomplishment. Later, hubby found a 

news article that said that Drop Day for our region 

was Tuesday, not only because of the weather but 

because dredging some harbours hadnôt quite fin-

ished then. 

Monday 

     Why change a good routine? Since I had no 

good answer to that I got up shortly after 4 a.m. - I 

hadnôt even bothered to set my alarm - and went to 

the Cape John Harbour again. It was amazing to 

see just how dawn had changed over that short pe-

riod of time. Plus, it was going to be a windy yet 

sunny day, so, big smile here - but I did keep wear-

ing my winter parka. 

Serenity, thy name is dawn at the harbour! 

What I wasnôt prepared for was the change of 

vibes when I returned to the harbours (Skinnerôs 

Cove and Cape John) in the mid-afternoon. There 

was a hustle and bustle and a general feeling of 

anticipation that was so contagious. Some boats 

were already  loaded and raring to go while others 

were in the thick of preparations. Yes! Tomorrow 

was the day and we all were ready for it. Serenity 

was out the door. 

Excited anticipation was now the name of the 

game. 

Tuesday 

     Finally! It was a picture-perfect day, chilly but 

sunny with only a very light breeze. Someone sug-

gested that I come around 5:45 a.m. Needless to 

say, I was at Cape John well before that time. The 

excitement was tangible even then. I had goose-

bumps of anticipation just being there. At first it 

was quiet, serene, dark with a hint of the bluish-

orange sunrise softly marking the horizon. All the 

lobster boats, closely moored like sardines in a tin 

can, were bursting with readied lobster traps se-

cured to their decks. Then the first pickups arrived. 

Human figures strode purposefully towards their 

boats, interrupting the hushed early morning tran-

quility. A shout here, a murmured response there. 

More arriving car motors droning, more deter-

mined footsteps, more shouts, some hollering, 

more laughter as more crew arrived, all coming 

together in a symphony of anticipation. Suddenly, 

like a roaring thunder, the first diesel engine roared 

to life, giving the symphony its leading base beat. 

The next engine roared to life and the next. I could 

physically feel their vibrations resonating in my 

body. As some of the fisher men/women were fin-

ishing their cigarettes the biting smell of the diesel 

exhausts covered up the cigarette smell with ease. 

A last drag, a snip of the fingers, gone was that last 

cigarette and ready were all the lobster fishers, 

chomping at the bit. Dawn had sprung. A warm 

hue of yellows to oranges to deep red lit the hori-

zon, setting it ablaze, accentuating the symphony 

of anticipation. Almost unnoticeable, as if by mag-

ic, the fishing boats suddenly started to move into 

position - much like a well attuned ballet. Without 

any warning, the lobster fishers on their boats start-

ed off to the races. There they went, hurrying to-

wards their fishing grounds, some even beyond the 

horizon, and once there swaying almost gently as 

the fishers dropped their lobster traps overboard, 

only to return a few hours later to load up the last 

lobster traps that hadnôt fit onto the deck for the 

first tour. 

And then there was silence again, but a differ-

ent silence, a waiting silence, a patient silence, an 

anticipating silence. 

It was strange to see the jam-packed parking 

area at the harbour and not a single person, let 

alone boat, in sight. After a fast breakfast at home 

with hubby I went back for a quick, up-close, peek 

at the reloading of the first boats back with the last 

of the lobster traps.  

And again, I realized that that wasnôt the end. 

Wednesday 

     So, I went back Wednesday and Friday after-

noon to catch a glimpse of our first lobsters. And 

boy, there were some big, bad boys among them. I 

learned that the big shipping containers on the 

parking lot were adapted to hold mega tons of bub-

bling salt water constantly being pumped keeping 

the lobsters as happy as they can be in their boxes, 

with the boxes securely strung on ropes like pearls 

in two vertical layers and up to four horizontal 

strands until the lobster boxes get reloaded onto 

special trucks and hauled off to finally find their 

places on our tables. 

I also learned that you can buy lobster straight 

from the fishers. If you donôt know any lobster 

fishers and donôt have a phone number you might 

need to talk to the lobster fisher directly at the har-

bour about some lobster for the next day or so but 

you sure wonôt be disappointed, believe me. I also 

learned about the meaning of the printing you can 

find on some lobster claw rubber bands. If you go 

to the website printed on the rubber band and then 

enter the number you can see where your lobster is 

from. Who knew? 

Well, long story short - sort of - that is how this 

Drop Day journey started with Janice Murray 

Gillôs rye bread and ended with Motherôs Day lob-

ster rolls. 

Thank you, MB - and a huge THANK  YOU! to 

all our lobster fishers for being so kind and putting 

up with this silly ñlandlubber.ò 

7 days from Janice Murray Gillôs Rye Bread to Motherôs Day Lobster Roll 

or What you have always wanted to know about lobster fishing but were afraid to ask. 

See photos on next page 
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Early Morning of prep day 

Baiting and loading traps, Skinners Cove 
Skinnerôs Cove 

Ready for Drop Day  

David Dwyer, Cape John Allen Elliott, Cape John Robbie & Robert Heighton, Cape John 

Lobster fishing areas in the Southern Gulf of St. Law-

rence. (Department of Fisheries and Oceans)  

It all started when I was making rye bread 

From Rye Breadéé.. 
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A big boy a 4 pounder 

Lobster Rolls   The Lobsters being stored in 

containers in salt water, 

awaiting the buyers 

First lobsters being weighed 

and measured 

Lobster tags ñNot sure if I would like the hot tub, I 

would rather be back with my buddies.ò 

They head for their separate areas 

Coming back to reload 

Dropping the first lobster trap  And they are off to the fishing grounds 

éé.. to Lobster Rolls 
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by Lynn MacLeod 

I did an article on AirBNBs in the River John 

area for last fall's edition of the Pioneer. In that 

article I stated there were over a dozen AirBNBs in 

the area, so below I have listed a few more. Again, 

just a few pictures of each and the owner's name. If 

you wish to read more about them you can find 

further information online by searching for ñairbnb 

This cute house is located in the village of River John. It 

has all the amenities to make your stay enjoyable. The 

home is within walking distance of  all the activities our 

village has to offer. You can walk to the riverfront and 

enjoy the beautiful sunsets. 

Owners: Bridget Faithful & Peter Daniels  

The "Hay Loft" guest house is a must see, overlooking 

the river which you can see from your balcony. This 

beautiful guest house has all the necessities to make 

your stay a memorable one. 

Owner:  Kristine Stallman 

A stunning dome haven located on the banks of the river 

in River John with its own hot tub on the outside deck. A 

place to relax and gaze at the beauty surrounding you. 

Owner - Josh Mulholland 

Sunset Beach Cottage is a perfect name for this AirBNB 

as it overlooks the River John bay with its amazing sun-

sets. This cozy cottage has all the amenities and more to 

make your stay perfect as you relax or take a stroll on 

the beach, and as night falls, star-gazing is a must. 

Owners:  Terry & Linda Reid 

More AirBNBs of River John 

river john.ò I hope you will tell friends and fami-

lies about these perfect places to stay and enjoy in 

our community. 

Carlin Hart and John Heighton are delighted to an-

nounce the birth of their first child, Samuel George 

Heighton, born January 8th, 2022,  weight 7lbs. 14oz. 

Proud Grandparents are George & Gayle Heighton and 

Ron & Jori Hart. 

The families of Joel Langille and Leigha Acott are thrilled 

to announce their upcoming marriage in July. Joel is the 

son of Tammy and Darren Langille of River John and 

Leigha is the daughter of Dr. Phil and Wendy Acott of 

Halifax. Best wishes to the happy couple. 
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      by Santina Weatherby,  

Public Relations Representative  

Summer is just around the corner and the River 

John Fire Department is looking forward to the 

community enjoying our summer activities, and 

local festivities! Since COVID restrictions have 

lifted and normalcy in the social settings the com-

munity are ramping up, we would like to remind 

everyone that burning restrictions across the prov-

ince are in effect. These restrictions also apply to 

campfires. Wildfire season runs March 15th ï Oc-

tober 15th, 2022. This means there is no burning 

permitted between the hours of 8 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

daily, and you are required to check for daily up-

dates at 2 p.m. to ensure burning for the day is per-

mitted, and what time burning is allowed. There 

are instances where burning restrictions are in 

place, meaning burning may not commence until 7 

p.m., or there may be no burning allowed for the 

day. For industrial burning or burning brush piles 

larger than two by three metres, a permit from the 

Department of Natural Resources and Renewables 

is required.  

With the warmer weather upon us, it means de-

partment members can enjoy milder temperatures 

for outdoor training. Mayôs training involved re-

viewing fire tactics for wildfires and having hands-

Carson Bigney, Deputy Chief, providing instruction dur-

ing recent training, Jamie O'Kane, Jordan Dares and 

Travis Heighton are also pictured. 

River John Fire Department News  

on training with foam, a material commonly used 

when fighting vehicle fires. Members also partici-

pated in pump training that consisted of supplying 

the monitor gun, (essentially a place holder for a 

hose to deliver water without needing several fire-

fightersô manpower to hold the hose manually,) 

while drafting from the dry hydrant. Department 

members meet monthly to engage in pertinent 

training topics year-round.  

With activities and summer event schedules 

being released, we hope you continue to follow 

our Facebook page, to stay up to date regarding 

summer events. We are hoping to host in-person 

fundraising events this summer. We were unable 

to host several of our annual fundraisers over the 

last two summers due to COVID restrictions, and 

we are excited at the possibility of seeing many of 

you in person this summer!  

On that note, we would like to thank our com-

munity, family, and friends for the generous sup-

port for the Firefighters 50/50 online weekly raf-

fle. Your donations contribute to the necessary 

maintenance and upkeep within our department. 

Take care, stay safe and enjoy the summer. 

PS: You can visit the following weblink for 

daily updates: https://novascotia.ca/burnsafe/  or 

by calling 1-855-564-2876(BURN). 

In an emergency, wildfires can be reported by 

calling 1-800-565-2224 or 911. 

On April 30th, West Branch served 140 takeout 

pancake breakfasts in the Community Hall. Volun-

teers were Jim and Denise White, Dave Luxton, 

Catherine Dalgleish, Charlie Kennedy, Gary John-

son, Elizabeth Bezanson, Maggie Howatt, Jane 

Morgan, Patsy Chapman and others. The maple 

syrup was provided by Murdoch and Linda Suther-

land, who also had maple syrup and other maple 

products on sale at the event.  

West Branch Maple 

Syrup Festival  
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      by Wilma van der Veen,  

Managing Branch Assistant,  

River John Library 

River John is quite special. How many small 

rural villages have their own library? This is surely 

something of which to be proud. The story of how 

the library came to be and its development over 

20+1 years is a testament to the tenacity of many of 

its community members. Of course, the River John 

library provides library service to River Johners; 

the library also serves patrons from Melville, 

Seafoam, Scotsburn, Marshville and the 

surrounding communities. The Janice Gill 

Memorial River John Library has a rich history if 

the included timeline is any indication. The 

evolution of a library mirrors that of a society; 

libraries are repositories of our histories, of our 

culture, of developments in ideas and technology, 

and River John is no different. Letôs review some 

of the history of this pride of River John.  

River John can lay claim to being the first 

standalone rural branch library in the Municipality 

of Pictou County (MOPC). As is so often the case 

with many a new project, it takes some very special 

people to turn a dream into a reality. Janice Gill, 

after whom the library is named, is one key person, 

but of course as they say it takes a village: Eric 

Stackhouse, Betty Zong, Ronnie Baillie, Elsie 

Langille. River Johners thank you for your service 

to the community.  

Library services started out as a bookmobile in 

the 1950s and this continued well into the 1980s. A 

committee was struck in 1984 chaired by the 

Pictou-Antigonish Regional Libraryôs Chief 

Librarian in New Glasgow, Ann Green, to look 

into establishing branch libraries in rural regions of 

Pictou and Antigonish Counties because of the 

great demand for the bookmobile. With monies 

from i) the province for initial operating costs 

($15,600), ii) the Municipality of Pictou County for 

book purchases ($30,000), iii) a federal Canada 

Works grant provided to the River John Lions Club 

($35,000) to renovate part of the Lions club 

building, and iv) some community fundraising, the 

545 square-feet space officially opened in August 

1986 for 12 hours a week, with 3 staff, Denise 

MacLeod, Ruth Mary MacPherson and Heather 

Mulholland. Margaret MacLean came on board in 

June, 1987, working just 9 hours a week with 

Denise, later transitioning to the Branch Assistant 

position in July, 1988. In hindsight this was the 

beginning of a very long term relationship with the 

library - Margaret retired in 2019 after more than 

30 years of service. As she noted, ñI always had an 

interest in reading and I enjoyed helping the 

20+1 Anniversary Celebration of the River John 

Library and Innovation Centre 

The Library - A 

Foundation of a 

Vibrant Community 

patrons with their requests.ò  

At this time most of the materials were in paper 

form, either books or magazines or newspapers but 

Margaret tells me there were the occasional vinyl 

records and videos of movies, how-to books and 

travelogues as well. And of course, there were the 

encyclopedias - remember them? Many reference 

materials were in vertical file folders, many of 

which continue to exist today in order to preserve 

original hard copies of historical documents. 

Margaret visited the senior citizen apartments once 

a month bringing along a box of books to be 

checked out right on the spot, and River John 

students would come to the library to work on 

projects and assignments. 

 

The Community Access 

Program aka C@P is born. 

Back in the 1990s, the Federal Government 

made a decision to work to bring internet services 

to rural communities. ñCommunity Access 

Program was an initiative of the Canadian 

government ...[aiming] to provide Canadians with 

affordable public access to the internet and the 

skills they need to use it effectively.ò In 1996, 

River Johners, along with the Pictou-Antigonish 

Regional Library (PARL), applied for a grant to 

establish a C@P Site. The original grant saw to it 

the installation of several desktop computers along 

Timeline of Events 
1950s 

Pictou County Regional Library (PCRL)

established by the Towns of New Glasgow, Pictou, 

Trenton, Westville and Municipality of Pictou 

County 

Rural area library service established through the 

Pictou County Bookmobile. 

1960s 

Stellarton joins regional library 1963, Town and 

municipality of Antigonish join in1964, establish-

ing the Pictou Antigonish Regional Library 

(PARL) 

1980s 

It took 4 years of discussions with provincial and 

municipal government representatives but the spe-

cial committee with Stephen Kirincich, Elsie Lan-

gille, Ray Langille, Ray Thompson, Janice Gill 

and former Chief Librarian Ann Green have real-

ized the dream of a library in River John. 

River John becomes the first rural branch (the 7th 

branch in PARL) in the region, officially opened, 

August 23rd, 1986, housed in the RJ Lions Club 

building.  

Jane Hawken and Ben Otter are issued the first 

library cards. 

First staff: Heather Mulholland, Ruth Mary Mac-

Pherson, Denise MacLeod working a total of 12 

hours/week. 

Special committee was formed by Janice Gill & 

Elsie Langille to explore having a standalone li-

brary. 

1990s 

Margaret MacLean becomes the librarian in 1995, 

working 15 hours/week 5 days including 2 eve-

nings. 

óHigh speedô internet installed to enable access to 

the NS library catalogue 1996. 

The federal Community Access Program saw the 

creation of the 1st River John C@P committee 

with 12 community members. 

The River John and Area Community Internet Ac-

cess Centre officially opened July 1997 offering 

free internet access and training in the use of the 

internet and computer applications with many vol-

unteers assisting. 

Innovation Centre (C@P) opened July 24th, 1997, 

expanding library hours.  

Sheila Newell hired as the Technical Trainer for 

the C@P Site in 1997.  

RJ C@P committee approaches Pictou Antigonish 

Regional Library to explore creating a new library 

which would incorporate a large community ac-

cess component. A non-profit organization was 

formed. Friends of the River John Library to begin 

designing new library, and a Building Committee 

begins meeting in January 1999. 

River John website was created. 

2000s 

Sod turned for the new building September 29th, 

2000. 

More staff: A student is hired to staff the C@P site 

every year, C@P Technical Trainers are hired and 

have included Amy Sutherland, Linda Little, Mari-

lyn Hynes, Cory Brown.  Kelly MacLeod hired as 

the part-time library clerk 2001. 

C@P equipment: 8 computers, 2 scanners, 1 digi-

tal camera, laser jet printer, color jet printer, pro-

jector, zip drive, CD burners, GPS units. 

éé. Continued on page 19 
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20+1 Anniversary (continued) 

with a printer and scanner, as well as internet 

service in 1997. It was decided that all services 

would be offered for free other than incidentals, 

e.g., printing, with many volunteers staffing the 

C@P site, offering computer training. River John 

is the only remaining library in the MOPC that still 

has a Community Access Program committee, now 

referred to as @NS. 

The arrival of the new library. 

The space was quickly outgrowing the demand 

for its services, thus the idea for a new library was 

born. In 1998, the River John C@P committee 

approached PARL to explore creating a new 

library which would incorporate a larger 

community access point. In late 1999, a building 

committee was created, and a unanimous decision 

was taken to build a new library. In March 2000, 

the Friends of the Library Society was formed 

which included the late Reverend Don Sutherland, 

the former Constable Pat Gauthier, Eric 

Stackhouse, the current Chief Librarian of PARL, 

Rae Langille, Peggy Hiscock (NG library 

headquarters), Erica Heighton, Robert Heighton, 

Bette Zong, Ronnie Baillie, and of course Janice 

Gill. After years of planning the design of the 

building, getting architectural and engineering 

drawings made, costing the project, fundraising the 

necessary balance of monies having the three 

levels of government contributing to the costs, the 

ribbon to the new building was cut on June 16, 

2001 by Elizabeth Langille and Peter MacKay. 

The new space boasted 3000 square feet. with a 

meeting room, an office, a childrenôs area and a 

C@P area. A huge note of thanks to the 

Municipality of Pictou County Council, without 

their community support this would not have been 

possible. 

The resiliency of library staff can be attested to 

by their ability to evolve, as information creation 

and access evolved from an analog to a digital 

world. Library staff are often exposed to the latest 

technology, at least at the level of mass 

consumption, and thus need to keep abreast of such 

developments. They can be at the leading edge of 

introducing people to new tech gadgetry: from the 

humble desktop computer to the fax machine, to 

the ring binder to the photocopier to the printer to 

the scanner to the laminator to the CD & DVD 

players to the digital cameras and video cameras to 

the tablets to the GPS units to the Daisy Readers to 

the Playaway readers to the Silhouette stencil 

maker to the vinyl/cassette & VHS tape converters 

to the 3D printers. 

Library as neutral space. 

In many rural communities, there are various 

places where community members gather - 

churches and service organizations. Some people 

may not feel comfortable in some of these places 

for a variety of reasons. Libraries are also 

gathering spaces in a village where all are 

welcome. They are one of the few remaining free 

spaces where you donôt have to pay an entrance fee 

and you donôt have to purchase anything. You get 

to borrow books on an honour system - that you 

will take care of the book and return it in its same 

state. 

Fortunately, thanks to technological 

developments, the library offers reading materials 

in different formats, whether one has a reading 

challenge or not, for example: audio books, online 

books, large print books, graphic novels. All those 

materials found in a library were started and 

created somewhere. Where do writers get their first 

spark of desire to be a writer... a book read, a story 

told, a question answered or unanswered, a dream 

dreamt, an idea born.... For such a small 

community, we certainly have a large 

number of writers (Sheree Fitch, Linda 

Little, Alex Harrington, Monica Graham, 

Susan Sellers, Joanna Skibsrud to name a 

few). I like to think libraries were key for 

them way back when, and are key for them 

today as citizens can access their writing 

right from our library.  

Just in case you were not aware, here is a 

list of some of the services that the River 

John library provides: 

Scanning, printing and photocopying of 

documents 

Computers with Wi-Fi access 

3D printer, button maker, Silhouette cutter  

Reading materials in various formats: 

paper (e.g. books, newspapers, 

magazines) and digital (e.g.ebooks, 

audiobooks, playaway systems, ipads). 

Movie & TV series DVDs for all ages 

Learning and mental exercise kits for 

caregivers and persons with dementia, 

Alzheimerôs, autism 

A Library of Things: snowshoes, walking 

poles, bicycle locks, radon detection kits, 

kill-a-watt devices to measure electricity 

usage, pedometers, GPS units, SADS 

Light Therapy lamps, De Coste arts 

passes, fitness passes to facilities in Pictou 

& New Glasgow, puzzles, board games, 

portable audio recorder, telescopes. 

Library programs for all ages 

Community group connections 

And to the many groups who make use of 

the library, we thank you for your patronage: 

River John Square Knitters, the River John 

Community Action Society, the RCMP, 

Virtual (Health) Care, Read by the Sea. The 

Friends of the River John Library and the 

River John C@P Committee deserve special 

mention. The former group is responsible for 

caretaking of the building and grounds; the 

latter is responsible for contributing to the 

computer technology requirements. 

As the library enters its third decade of 

existence, it continues to evolve. One new 

project is the Community Seed Library. As a 

result of world events which are seeing rising 

food prices, and with the renewed interest in 

gardening since the pandemic, the seed for 

this program was born, (pun intended). Other 

planned activities: Starting in June the 

Banned Books Book Club (1st meeting 

Tuesday June 7th, 5 p.m.), gardening 

workshops throughout the growing season, 

Astronomy 101 with David Hoskin with the 

Royal Astronomical Society of Canada 

(Thursday June 9th, 6 p.m.), board game 

events, comic book drawing, graphic novel 

events, leatherwork and other crafts 

workshops, and technology training for 

seniors. Favourite activities are returning: 

Childrenôs story time, children and adult arts 

& crafts, documentary film showings, and 

author readings. Thanks to government 

investment, internet technology will be 

boosted in the Municipality of Pictou 

County, including the library, with higher 

speed internet and new computers. The 

library is always seeking new ideas for 

programming, for patron requests for new 

technology and reading materials. Pop in for 

a visit, send an email or call us by phone.  

See you soon! 

River John C@P News is published with the help 

of Ann Holmes, Nancy Langille & Janice Gill. 

The new River John Library Book Club begins. 

The first River John Picture CD was created and 

sold. 

First Read by the Sea held, organized by many 

involved with the library. 

Large-print books are acquired and available at the 

library and Virtual Library website is created. 

Pictou Regional Development Commission 

(PRDC) opens a satellite office in library, open 

weekly. 

Career Connections offer services at the library 

once a week. 

Seniorsô Computer Fun night was organized to 

great success. 

River John webcam installed where you could 

watch the construction of the library. 

Official opening of new library June 16th, 2001, a 

3000 sq. ft. facility owned by the Friends of the 

Library and administered by PARL, with funding 

from the Municipality of Pictou County and other 

partners. 

Story Time, a weekly pre-school program where 

the librarians read to children aged 3-5. 

The federal former Human Resources and Devel-

opment Canada and provincial Service NS have 

information kiosks for library patrons to access 

government services and programs in C@P space. 

Many of the RJ churches create their own websites 

with the assistance of RJ C@P. 

Adopt a Library Literacy Program created by for-

mer RCMP constable John Kennedy. 

Friends of the RJ Library received the Random 

House Friend of the Year Award. 

Free @riverjohn.com email accounts offered April 

2001. 

Wireless internet (Wi-Fi) hotspot is created. 

Office rental offered with phone, computer and 

fax. 

The New Glasgow credit union, Bergengren CU, 

installed an Automatic Banking Machine  (ABM) 

in the front entrance foyer. 

2010s 

Library officially renamed Janice Murray Gill Me-

morial Library, February 14th, 2014. 

C@P Maker Space is developed which includes 

equipment to make buttons, convert  vinyl records, 

VHS and cassette tapes to digital files, Silhouette 

maker, 3D printing. 

Margaret MacLean awarded the Emile Theriault 

Library and Information Award by the NS Library 

Association September 2012.  

Margaret MacLean retires in 2019 with Samantha 

Allan stepping into the Managing Branch Assis-

tant role. 

2020s 

PARL continues to operate despite the pandemic, 

offering masks, hand sanitizer and rapid test kits to 

patrons. 

Virtual Care office is opened in the library Febru-

ary 2022. 

PARL joins SAME PAGE consortium of 8 region-

al Public Libraries in Nova Scotia, and launches a 

new shared online collection search webpage, and 

new library cards in April 2022. 

éé. Timeline,  continued from previous page 



20 

 

C@P Society members at the grand opening. Marg 

Jones, Anne Rio, Ann Holmes, Glen White (C@P chair-

person), Charlene Wilton, Sebastian Rio, Abdul Rah-

man, Janice Gill, Elsie Langille, Margaret MacLean, 

Derek Andrews, Eric Stackhouse (PARL). 

Friends of the Library members. Back row:  Rev. Don 

Sutherland, Constable Pat Gauthier, Rae Langille, Peg-

gy Hiscock, Eric Stackhouse, Erica Heighton, Robert 

Heighton. Front row: Betty Zong, Ronnie Baillie, Janice 

Gill. 

      by Christiane Gill 

love and marriage 

horse and carriage 

pasties and internet 

Sushi and golden ager 

How do these terms connect with Janice Murray 

Gill and the library in River John? Easy you might 

think. The library in River John is named after her 

because she was very much invested in it. You 

might say that Janice was surrounded by books and 

knowledge from the day she was born. After all, 

her grandfather and father had been the local physi-

cians and pharmacists, and her mother was a dedi-

cated educator so education and books were her 

natural habitat. However, this is only part of the 

story. Janice firmly believed that every single per-

son has an innate talent and that one must find that 

within oneself and to nurture and grow that seed to 

the best of oneôs ability; the best way to do that 

was to explore the world from as many angles as 

possible and a simple way to engage in this self-

discovery was through books and audiovisual ma-

terials. And wouldnôt you know it, she led by ex-

ample by combining two of her passions - namely 

cooking/baking and media by writing her very own 

cookbooks, hosting in-person cooking classes and 

radio phone-in shows, such as Maritime Noon on 

CBC, and creating her own cooking videos many 

decades before YouTube and TikTok. 

If you had asked Janice who she would have 

loved to talk to over a glass of wine I am certain 

she would have answered Johannes Gutenberg 

while sitting next to his printing press. Or she 

might have answered Charles Babbage, the English 

mathematician who is credited with inventing the 

very first digital computer or Sir Timothy John 

Berners-Lee, the creator of the World Wide Web. 

But then again, knowing Janice, she would have 

invited all of the above and then some to dinner to 

enjoy her renowned cuisine and ñtalk shop.ò 

Speaking of Janiceôs kitchen prowess, back in 

Montreal, back in the day, having been a frequent 

guest at the Gillsô dinner table, I fell in love with a 

dish that was served with HP Sauce. As life goes, 

we got separated - that is, her son John and I and 

that dish (the name of which I forgot over time) 

and I. For years I looked for both but couldnôt find 

either - until the internet. There I found both 

Janiceôs recipe for pasties - aha! - and her son John, 

and the rest is history as they say. A case in point 

for the written word and technology going hand-in-

hand just as Janice believed. 

The other day going into the library I met a con-

temporary of Janice. She and I indulged in a most 

delightful little chat connecting me with times gone 

by. On my way out I met ñSushi ò and her mom (of 

course I am not going to mention any names but if 

you read the Fall 2021 edition of the Pioneer you 

might know who I am talking about) on their way 

into the library. The mom and I exchanged a few 

quick words, quick because ñSushi ò was so eager 

to get in pushing the automatic door opener that 

she was barely able to reach on her own. These are 

examples of the library being the meeting point for 

all generations and community members; the start-

ing point and the turning point of fascinating ad-

ventures and travels throughout time, space and all 

the imaginable and unimaginable frontiers; the 

place from where seeds are sown and saplings 

nourished. You enter the library as one person and 

you leave changed ever so slightly, but changed for 

the better nonetheless.  

Janice innately knew that the most valuable gift 

one could give is the gift of knowledge, and 

knowledge comes with time and dedication. To this 

she was dedicated with every fibre of her body. 

Yes, Janice and knowledge, be it in the form of 

books, bits and bytes or sound waves, go together 

like love and marriage or the horse and carriage. 

Today she would be overjoyed to see how her vi-

sion of this library has become the thriving, vibrant 

hub, nexus, of everything around us through old 

(books) and new (internet) technology. 

Twenty-one years after the Janice Murray Gill 

Library was founded, this is truer than ever thanks 

to the wonderful, knowledgeable staff of the library 

and thanks to you, the River Johners and surround-

ing community members from all walks of life and 

of all ages keeping this dedicated vision alive and 

well with every single visit.  

Thank you, Christiane Gill 

Remembering Janice Gill as the  

River John Library Celebrates a Milestone 

Ribbon cutting. Pictured (L-R) are  Allister MacDonald. 

(Library Board member and Councillor), Premier Dr. 

John Hamm, Elizabeth Langille, MP Peter MacKay and 

Janice Murray Gill. 

Children using the computers in the new library 

Library photos 


